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dealings of God with the people, de- whose prophetic. utterances are re- 
scribing the works of many 1 corded upon the pases of Holy Writ: 
prophets, seers and revelators. The So truly have the words of Isaiah 
sayings of these inspired men have received a verification, that some 
slumbered in the dust for ages, but | portions of the passage just quoted 
have spoken again from the ground in read like a record made subsequent 
deep and piercing tones, in accordance | to the transpiration of the events to 
with the recorded promise of our which they allude. | 
heavenly Father regarding the accom-| In the interview between Mr. 
plishment of his marvellous work in| Harris and the learned Professor 
the latter days. ar Anthon, the latter actually said, “I 
The Prophet Isaiah must have be- cannot read a sealed book.” The 
held the coming forth of this record youthful J coon difident and un- 
as a testimony to all men of the care learned, was enabled, by the gift and 
which the Almighty has exercised | power of the ‘Almighty, to read the 
over the nations of men, in every historic narrative of the mighty races 
rt of the earth, in all ages. Hear of the past, and give to th 
is words as found in the 29th chap., | book, the authenticity of which is 
11th to 14th verse: And the vision | proved by evidences that cannot be 
of all is become to you as the words | successfully controverted. The un- 
of a book that is sealed, which men | learned youth received the power to 
deliver to one that is jeanne, Seva ,; accomplish this because the set time 
Read this I pray thee: and he saith, | had come for the fulfillment of the 
I cannot, for it is sealed. And the promise of the Most High to begin a 
book is delivered to one that is not marvelous work in the earth; not by 
learned, saying, Read this I pray thee: | the esteemedly wise and learned, but 
and he saith, I am not learned. by humble instruments, that no flesh 
Wherefore the Lord said, forasmuch | might glory in His presence. How 
as this people draw near me with their | remarkable too, that, in the first vision 
mouth, and with their lips do honor | Joseph was permitted to behold, 
me, but have removed their hearts | the Redeemer should utter the senti- 
far from me, and their fear toward | ments recorded in Isaiah, so clearly 
me is taught by the precept of men. | descriptive of — lip-wor- 
Therefore, behold, I will proceed to | ship of the generality of the present 
do a marvelous work among the peo- day religionists. But even these evi- 
ple, even a marvelous work and a dences, clear and conclusive though 
wonder: for the wisdom of their | they be, are as a drop in the river to 
wise men shall perish, and the under- | the host ‘of invincible proofs, all pro- 
standing of their prudent men shall claiming, in incisive and con- 
be hid.“ bys vincing the fact that the Holy 
How pleasing it should be to the One of Israel raised up and sustained 


true Christian to be in a position to} Joseph Smith as His prophet, to 


vindicate the claims to divine inspira- usher in the last dispensation of the 
tion of the holy men of the past, | fulless of times. 


Sablon —Squalor is the outward expression of hopeless and unrelieved 
verty. But it is not needful for the poor man’s house to be squalid. On 
the contrary, with industry and care, and the bright service of a healthy. 


a short time with pleasure. On the other hand, many houses 


the tiniest cottage may at times be an abode in which the most daint * 
p — 


squalid without the excuse, miserable as it is, of abject poverty: Th 


* 


appearance, and a progress, 
| — decay and dilapidation. 


4 


Us, 

we may fairly rank poverty as a main cause of a this must be under- _ . 
stood of unresisted poverty. It is, in 7 a er neglect’ than absolute 
absence of money which is the chief cause. Cleaning is a ; and what- 


ever be the building, and however it be finished and furnis 


in which con- 
stant cleaning is omitted dust accumulates, unexplained make their 
38, more or less rapid as the case may be, sets up 


e world a 
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are: find a eat deal of dein a. man, you may take it for granted, 

we read without inclination, half the mid is employed in fixing the attention, so 
| that there is but one half tobe employed om what We reed 


— * * 


TRUST THE CHILDREN. 


Trust the children! never doubt diem 1 Ay 

Build a wall of love 1 them. 1 
After sowing seeds of duty 

Trust them for the nb wert ol beauty. 


ee the children. Don't suspect them. 
our confidence direct them 5 
hearth, or in the wild wood, 
ö Moet them on the plane of childhood. 


Trust the little ones! Remember 
Tete is not like chill December ; 
t 2 words of rage nor 
their happy notes of gladness. . 


Trust the little ones ; yet guide # them, 
And, above rec ne’er deri 
Should they tri ip oF should they ’ blunder, 
| cord asunder. 


Lest you snap 


* 


7 


Trust the children ! 
Mother's faith in 


Fathers love in fem, 
Then no secrets be 
| the children ! just as He did, 


Trust 
st an fr ut never them, 


( a wall of love about them. 5 
F 
At Londen, 7 Janu — 1850, John P eld. Deceased was born March 
25th, 1803; baptized poy was a fai good ‘Saint 


— At London, 13th, 1880, of — Ellen of 
Joseph and Maria Simm aged weeks and 2 deys.- Utah papers please copy. | 
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For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against Slit’ and 
there shall be earthquakes in divers places, and. there shall be famines and 


troubles ; these are t 


begunnings of sorrows.” 


—Mark xili, 8. 
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THE ALMA FAMILY. 
(A Book of Mormon Sketch). — 
BY ELDER GEO. REYNOLDS. 
an FROM PAGE 179.] 


THE SON or THE 
YOUNGER. 


Were we to attempt to sketch the 
life of Lehi, we should simply have to 
repeat the most striking features of 
that of his elder brother, Nephi. In 
their labors, journeyings, ministra- 
tions, etc., they seem to have always 
been together. Like — of old, 
bes their childhood they “ began to 
N the Lo and in riper 
: ey lived to His glory. In 
eating -of -the exalted character of 
he ‘historian adds, And be- 

‘hold. ‘his was not a 
whit behind him as to things per- 

taining to righteousness.” 

“The date of Lehi's birth is not re- 
N the year B. C. 44, the 
eleman had two sons, 
A N ephi and Lehi, is mentioned; 
but at that time they must have 


wn ‘to ‘manh ‘as their public 
22 begun . after. Lehi ac- 
W his b 


er on his extended 


labors throughout the lands of the 
Nephites; he was with him in prison 
amongst the Lamanites, at the time 
of the great manifestation of God's 
power, and the conversion of the 
greater pa art of that people to the: ser- 
vice of the true God; he went with 
Nephi to the northern continent, and 
labored there several years. Fa, — 
we hear of them (B.C. 15 still labor- 
ing in the might of Jehovah and the 
powers of the priesthood for the sal- 
vation of the souls of men. After 
this we lose sight of Lehi, the date, 
the place, or circumstances of his death 
is not stated. | 


NEPHI, THE DISCIPLE. 


Nephi, like his illustrious father, 
was the leading spirit of the age. 
Previous to the visit of the crucified 
Redeemer to the Nephites, he was 
their high a and prophet. When 
the Messiah came to them, and chose 
twelve disciples to be special mini- 
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sters of His name and glory, Nephi 
was the first that He called, and to 
him, on various occasions, the Savior 
immediately directed His conversa- 
tion and instructions. It might not 


be out of place to call Nephi the 
word declared, so was it fulfilled, for 


Peter of the western world ; his posi- 
tion in the Nephite Church was the 
counterpart of Peter's in the one esta- 
blished on the eastern continent ; he 

essed Peter’s energy, faith, power 
and zeal, though we nowhere find it 
intimated that he was troubled with 
Peter's weaknesses. Yet the Lord, 
who doeth all things well, called both 
men to the honorable 1 they 
so nobly filled, and He, no doubt, 
made no mistake in the men He chose. 

Shortly before the birth of our 
Savior, Nephi received the sacred 

lates with their appendages from his 
ather, with strict instructions as to 
their care. From that time the elder 
Nephi was no more seen by mortals, 
and his son took his place as the re- 
resentative of Jehovah to the inha- 
itants of the western world. 

Six hundred years had now passed 
since Lehi and his companions left 
Jerusalem. The time had arrived, of 
which Samuel the Lamanite and other 
prophets had borne testimony, when 
the phenomena should appear to bear 
witness of the birth of the Son of 
God. As the time drew near, signs 
and miracles increased among the 
people; but the hardened in heart, 
who were ever on the watch to entrap 
believed in the — 

e prophets, began to circulate the 
idea that the time had passed and 
the prophecies had failed. Not con- 
tent with mocking and reviling those 
who were anxiously looking for the 
promised two days and a night when 


there should be no darkness, they 


went so far as to appoint a day when 
all who believed in the coming of the 
Savior should be slain, except the 


sign be first given. This gross wicked- 


ness caused Nephi great sorrow—his 


only recourse was to Heaven. Before 


in mighty r, he bowed in 
behalf of his Peril ople. All 
the day long he continued his earnest 
supplications. At last the word of 
the Anointed One came unto him 
saying, “ Lift up your head and be of 
good cheer, for behold the time is at 
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hand, and on this night shall the sign 


be given, and on the morrow come I 
into the world, to show unto the 
world that I will fulfill all that which 
I have caused to be spoken by the 
mouth of my holy prophets.” As this 


at the going down of the sun it was 
as light as day, and so continued until 
the morning, when the sun again rose 
in its usual course. A new star had 


also appeared in the heavens. Then 
the faithful rejoiced, their hearts were 


full to overflowing, they knew that 
their Redeemer was born, and that 
the great plan of salvation had entered 
its most glorious phase — God, the 
reat Jehovah, was tabernacled in the 
esh; but the wicked quaked with 
awful dread, they realized the extent 
of their iniquity, they sensed that 
they were murderers in heart, for 
they had plotted to take the lives of 
the righteous, and in the terror that 
this overwhelming sense of their 
piteous condition wrought, they sank 
to the earth as though they were 
dead. Many now believed, who pre- 
viously had scorned the divine mes- 
sages the e hets bore ; but others, 
inspired of Satan, as soon as they 
recovered from the fright which the 
appearance of the promised sign had 
produced, began to explain it away, 
and, by various lying rumors, endea- 
vored to nullify the good that had 
been done in the hearts of mend. 
Others again commenced to | 
that it was no longer expedient to 
observe the law of Mo drawing 
their conclusions from a false inter- 
pretation of the Scriptures. Not- 
withstanding these efforts of the Evil 
One, Nephi and others went forth 
amongst the — 1 preaching, bap- 
tizing many, and bringing a short 
period of peace to the lanßc 
For about thirty years we have no 
direct statement of the work done b 
Nephi as a minister of God's wo 
That thirty years was a period marked 
with many vicissitudes in the national 
and spiritual history of the Nephites. 
For seventeen years from the time of 
the birth of our Savior they grad 
increased in wickedness; war an 
desolations afflicted them until, in 
their extremity, they were brought to 
repentance ut their repentance 
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did not bring immediate deliverance 
from earthly troubles the Gadianton 
robbers held the upper hand, and it 
signal they freed thems 

| victory, the emse 
from their op 3 and invasions. 
Then followed a short period of peace 
and prosperity, with its usual train 
of consequences —riches, pride, in- 
equality, oppression and varied ini- 
quities, and year by year they grew 
‘worse, until A. D. 29. But even then 
they had not descended to tbeir low- 
est; the next year we read of them 
unjustly and unlawfully condemning 
to death the prophets who were sent 
to them. They overthrew the laws 
filled the country with sedition, an 
sought to establish a monarchy in 
the place of the republic. The royal- 
ists, however, did not effect their pur- 
pose, but they succeeded in breaking 
up the government. The people then 
_ split up and divided into numerous 
tribes, each governed by its peculiar 
laws and regulations, and having its 
own chief (A. D. 31). 


A.D. 21 that, by a | 
ves 
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At this time Nephi is again 
to our notice. e comes forth as a 
servant of the Most High God, admi- 
nistering the words of eternal life with 
such power and great authority, that 
none could disbelieve his testimony, 
for angels ministered to him daily. 
His cry was faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, repentance and baptism for 
the remission of sins, any were 
the mighty works he performed ; he 
cast out devils and unclean spirits ; 
he healed the sick and even raised 
the dead. But the wicked were actu- 
ally angered at these manifestations 
of God’s goodness, and but few were 
converted. Still Nephi continued his 
labors, and by the end of three years 
he rejoiced in the re-establishment of 
the Chareh amongst the righteo 
the organization of the priesthood an 
the development of the purposes of 
God. -For all this, the ter portion 
of the people continued to delight in 
sin, the day of their destruction had 
come. 


4 


[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 


JOSEPH SMITH’S PROPHETIC CALLING. 
[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19]1.] 


ae people appear to be con- 
tracted in their views regarding the 
Aealings of the spose oo with His 
children. They conclude that the 
Bible must necessarily be the only 
record of si manifestations of the 
power of Omnipotence in behalf of 
-mankind. Such a view is biblically 
incorrect, for that good book speaks 
of the great works to be performed in 
the gathering of Israel in the latter 
days. It is reasonable to anticipate 
-that when those occurrences take 


. written ublished, 1 
perused wich wonder and 


Si by future generations. The 
record thus 
Sacred history as the Bible itself. 
The question as to the origin of the 
ican Indians is a subject of deep 
interest to many ced min 


upon it 


Investigation for information bearing 
1 hes received a powerful im- 


made will be as clearly | th 


petus by discoveries of the ruins of 
vast cities and gigantic aqueducts, 
requiring the exercise of t archi- 
tectural and engineering skill in their 
construction. These and other relics 
of past races, abounding in Central, 
the southern part of North, and in 
South America, give indisputable evi- 
dence of these regions having been 
inhabited, many centuries ago, by 
multitudinous enlightened popula- 
tions that had attained a high state 
of civilization. The Book of Mor- 
mon, which gives an authentic history 
of those oples, dissolves the m 
tery that heretofore enshrouded thi 
department of research. It tells who 
ose people were and from whence 
they 8 It tells of a small 
colony, by commandment of God and 
led by His all-powerful hand, leaving 


Jerusalem, and after hazardous jour- 


neyings landing on the shores of 
America. It gives an account also of 


* 


-Mormon—would make. 


166 ky 


ether party, condisting of Jews, 
going to the same continent subse- 
— ‘and amalgawating with the 
descendants of the first colonizers. 


A brief historical sketch is also given 


et a colony that left the Tower of 
— bel at the time of the confusion of 
languages. 1 

existence of the ruins indica- 
ting the former presence of great 


Populations, well advanced in arts 


and manufactures, was unknown to 
Joseph Smith when he translated the 
Book of Mormon, yet the closest scru- 
tiny: and comparison that have yet 
been given have failed to show a 
‘single discrepancy betwixt the record 
he was the instrument in bringing 


forth ‘and publishing and even the 


most recent discoveries, to which we 
have not space, however, to refer. 
These ‘ruins give unmistakable 


proof that remarkably advanced races 


have dwelt on the American Conti- 
nent in the ages of the past. How rea- 
sonable itistosupposethat our Heaven- 
ly Father should have manifested Him- 
self to them as he did on the Eastern 
Hemisphere. And if it be fair to in- 


‘fer that He did so exhibit His good- 


ness and loving-tenderness, the sub- 
sequent inference that a record of 
these divine operations would be kept 
is equally so. How natural also to 
expect that He, as in the case of 


the Bible, would not suffer such a 
history to be lost, but rather that He 
‘would preserve it for 
benefit of erri 
might have additional testimony con- 
_cerning a crucified and risen Re- 
deemer. If the world would receive 


the general 
humanity, that they 


it; what a powerful combination the 
two records—the Bible and Book of 
The one 
rélates to the dealings of God with 


His people in the eastern part of the 
world, and the other in the west. 
‘They both harmonize, each testifying 


‘of the same everlasting plan of salva- 
tion, through the atonement of our 


Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
But whether the world receive the 
combination or not, it has taken place, 


and the two records are one in the 
hands.of God for the bringing about 
of His unalterable purposes, which 
no man can thwart. But, of course, | 


the objector may ask us again for 


Bible proof to port. a poa® 
tion, It shall be forthcoming, for, 
thank God, we are not left without 
a reason for the hope that is in us 
The Lord has set his hand to gathe: 
Israel, and the scattered remnants 
Ephraim are assembling upon the 
western continent, where the Zion of 
the latter days will be. reared, while 
in the east Jerusalem will be rebuilt 
by the Jews, that the prophetic say- 
ing, The law shall go forth from 
Zion, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem, may be fulfilled. —, 
Hear the words of Ezekiel, 37th 
chap., 19th verse: “Say unto them,. 
Thus saith the Lord God; behold, ; 
will take the stick of Joseph, which is 
in the hand of Ephraim, and the 
tribes of Israel, his fellows, and will 
put them with him, even with the 
stick of Judah, and make them one 
— and they shall be one in mine 
an 97 


It is well understood that the 


meaning of stick is a book, or recond, 


the Jewish custom being to have the 
law and history written upon a long 
scroll of parchment, rolled upon a 
stick. The Book of Mormon is the 
stick of Joseph. With the exception 
of the Book of Ether, relating to the 
Jaredites, who sprang from a colony 
that left the tower of Babel at the 
time of the confusion of languages, 
the record gives the history of a 
branch of the house of Joseph, Lehi, 
the head of the little colony that: 
emigrated from Jerusalem to Amerioa 
600 hundred years before Christ, 
being a lineal descendant of Manasseh. 
According to revelations given in 
these days, the overwhelming 9 * 
rity of the people composing the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints are of the blood of scattered 
Ephraim, to whose hands the record 


or stick of Joseph is confided, as pro- 


by iel. 
t may be advanced, in opposition, 
that those developments have been 


manipulated to suit the requirements 
to fulfill ancient prophecy.“ This 


would be eréditing Joseph Smith, and 
those who — of Am as —— 


12 — not only with an unscrupu- 


ousness of which they have been 


incapable, but with a penetrating 


ingenuity thai would of itself appear 


era. | 
| | 
| | 
| 
1 
| 


oa ‘coincidental 
monkzings 8 0 
—— Smith 

instrumen rating the grea 
work of which the foundation han 
hod laid rock of revelation. 

Jesus Christ not only 
Seated himself to his disciples at 
establishing his fold His 

that region, that, His shee 

ht be protected and fed, but 

15 the same in other parts of f the 
earth. Is He a the Shepherd of all 
those who are wi 10 5 to serve Him? 
Did He not say to His ancient Jew- 
ish disciples, “Go ye into all the 
world and preach the Gospel?” He 
required them to go to every part of 
the earth that was then known on 
the eastern hemisphere. This. did 
not include the American Continent. 
Are we to infer. from this, that be- 
eause of the inability of these wit- 


nese from lack of topographical or 


r information, which God, in His 


wisdom, may have seen fit to withhold | N 


from them, that the peoples of the 
grent western continent should be 
| without a knowledge of a crucified 
Surely this 


d risen Redeemer ? 


would be, tantamount to an imputa- 
tion of injustice against Omnipotence, 


a8 there i is no other name under hea- 
ven whereby ‘salvation can be ob- 
tained except that of Jesus. That 
e visited the people of that part of 
the world is certainly reasonable. 
„But there are many people who 
cannot be satisfied. with the mere 
of any religious 
ition, ut require that it shoul 
u rally sustained. And we have 
nae objection to this demand. 
With the loving Redeemer the wel- 
fare of His sheep, or disciples, was 
constant theme and anxiety. * 
One. He was conversin 
subject with His Jerusalem ek, 
n He uttered the following state- 
ment as recorded in John 10th chap., 
15th and: 16th. verses: As the Father 


oweth me, even iso know I the 
Hothor 5 and I lay my life down for 


the sheep. d other: sheep have I 
which. are not thes ‘them also 
must and ther hear my 
voice; and Abe one and 


— ͤ(ͤ—— 


would become 7 
had not yet h 18 — 
should hear it. is evide 


that the Palestine disci 


‘officers, gifts and po 


immense array of f 


wit 
The plain inference. 
from this cl th 


were other sheep 


Wore: un- 
to 


the Savior alluded. 
pressed. His intention 
Church, similar to t 
tine, comprising sporti all 
thé 
Christ being the ae 0 
one shepherd. on 
The question now be: 
Jesus referred? The Book of Mor- 
mon unfolds this mystery.“ From 
that record will be found aw! acco 
the visit of the Redeemer 4o-the 
resurrection at Jerusalem! itis. 
of the most Beautiful and 
peruse. His wonderful ministrations 
and exhibitions. of power are des- 
special witnesses or dis¢iples;‘and:the 
organization of His fold, “OF, Church 
divine instruction, explains the im- 
int of the remark of Jesus to: His 
i 
the Nephites of the statement He 
made to the Jews in reference to 
tell them more was because of the 
weakness of the faith of His floek in 


acquainted. with the shee 

other 

seventies, elders, and 

found, there being but one 

is, Who were the other sheep to whom 

page 501 to 540 of the last edition * 

ephites, shortly after his crueifrtion 

it has: been our et to 

end details of His of 

are given, This history, ‘replete: with 
sciples at Jerusalem. He informed 

them, and said the reason He did not 

Palestine. He also informed the 


Nephites that He had received a com- 


mandment from the Father to visit 
the Ten Tribes of Israel. 


It will be observed that those 
Scriptural referen together wi 
the reasonableness of the claims put 
forth. in. behalf of aos divine com- 
mission. of Joseph Smith, form a 
wonderful chain of evidence in hi 
favor,and in support of the work 
instrumen in establis 
they are but limited — to 
urther proofs, that 


| 
4 


—— Awä—ä 


—•0ue—Ü! 


198 
could be adduced to strengthen his 


well sustained position. 
In the mouths of two or three wit- 
nesses shall every word be establish- 
ed,” are the words of the sacred Book. 
at shall we say then about the evi- 
dence of the witnesses whose testi- 
mony is appended to the Book of 
Mormon ? ree men, besides the 
Prophet Joseph Smith, solemnly de- 
clare to all * that they beheld 
with their eyes the plates with engrav- 
ings, containing the record, and the 
who manifested them ; also 
that they heard the voice of God from 
heaven declaring these things to be 
true and faithful and commanding 
them to bear record concerning them 
to all the world. None of these wit- 
nesses have ever denied their testi- 
mony. Oliver Cowdery and Martin 
Harris have gone behind the vail, but 
David Whitmer, at this date, still 
lives. He severed his connection 
with the Church, but still bears a dis- 
interested testimony to the truth of 
the solemn statement published in 
connection with the Book of Mormon. 
No longer since than September, 1878, 
Elders Orson Pratt and Joseph F. 
Smith visited Mr. Whitmer, who was 
N at Richmgnd, Missouri, U.S. 
A., and at the interview he gave 
many interesting details in reference 
to the angelic ministration, the plates 
and other important matters. An 
account of the visit was published in 
numbers 49 and 50 of Vol. 40 of the 
MILLENNIAL —— He has * been 
interrogated by many persons having 
no connection with the Church, his 
testimony being unvarying as to the 


divine authenticity of the Book of 


ormon. 

Eight other witnesses testify to 
having beheld and handled the plates 
and seen the 1 engravings 
thereon. True, wicked designing men 
have endeavored to destroy the valid- 
ity of this testimony by fabricatin 
absurd stories regarding the origin o 
the Book of Mormon. This is an old 
device of Satan and his emissaries to 
cover up the truth and destroy tle 
work of God. Such machinations are 
similar to the attempt that was made 


by leading Jews to induce the Roman 
soldiers 
Christ 


state that the body of 


had been carried away, so that 


t 


| 
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a belief in His resurrection might be 
stifled. The testimony of the wit- 
nesses stands umimpeached, and is in 
force in all the world, being directed 
to 8 nation, kindred, tongue and 


people. | | 

The social structures of thé watiens 
are being undermined and threatened 
by a strange revolutionary movement. 

rones and empires seem to 
almost trembling in the balance. This 
is notably the case with the * 
Russian despotism. The spirit of 
murder and incendiarism seems to be 
in the air, filling the high ones of 
earth with affright. Foul murder and 
destructive fire are born of the plot- 
tings of secret societies, organized for 
purposes of assassination, power and 
plunder. All, civilized nations are 
more or less affected by this hideous 
affliction, which hangs over some of 
them like an incubus. It is a sign of 
the times. The prephet Moroni, b 
whose hands the plates of the Boo 
of Mormon were hid up in the Hill 
Cumorah, wrote concerning this very 
condition. He knew that his wor 
would come forth and be published to. 
the Gentiles, in the latter days, and 
lie directed a prophetic statement to- 
them, which will be found on 
588 of the last edition: Wherefore,,. 
O ye Gentiles, it is wisdom in Godt 
that those 2 should be shown 
unto you, that thereby ye may repent. 
of your sins, and suffer not these mur- 
derous combinations to get above y 
which are built up to get power a 
gain, and the work, yea, even the 
work of destruction come upon you. 
* * Wherefore the Lord com- 
mandeth you when ye shall see these 
things come among you, that you shall 
awake to a sense of your awful situa- 
tion, because of this secret combination 
which shall be among you.” The same 
prophet also says: And whatsoever 
nation shall uphold such secret com- 
binations, to get power and gain, until 
they shall spread over the nation, be- 
hold, they shall be destroyed.” 

What could be plainer than : 
fulfilment: of these predictive wo 
establishing the prophetic character of 
the record. If the objector should 
inte that he does not believe t 
prediction was made fourteen hundred. 
years ago, that would not help his | 
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side of the question, as it would be a 


mere shifting of the prophetic mantle 
from the shoulders of Moroni to those 
of Joseph Smith. At the time the 
book was translated and published 
those secret murderous combinations 
werd almost non-existent compared 
with their present extent, foothold 

and power. They now exist to a 
greater or less degree in all nations 
and will continue to increase unti 
they create, what the Book of Mormon 
terms “a division among the 


people,” an ay mas hand will be 
r. 


against his 2 

This secret abomination will become 
so powerful and prevalent that the 
well-disposed will be glad of any way 
of escape. The Lord has provided 
for the Saints the means of getting 
clear of these perilous times that are 
fast approaching. For that and other 
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reasons are they gathering in one 


y. 
At Kirtland, Ohio, U. S. A., a reve- 
lation was given through Joseph, the 
Seer, on this very subject, the follow- 
ing passage occurring: “And behold 
it shall come to pass that my servants 
shall be sent forth to the east and to 
the west, to the north and to the 
south; and even now, let him that 
goeth to the — teach them that 
shall be converted to flee to the west, 
and this in consequence of that which 
is coming on the earth, and of secret 
tions. Let the inhabitants of 
the earth take warning, for as the 
Lord liveth and He has spoken by the 
mouths of His prophets, a dark and 
evil day is at the doors. God has 
decreed that the earth shall not much 
longer groan under the oppressive in- 
fluence of misrule and misery. 


CHILDREN.—Hard is his fate who makes not childhood ha py, it is so easy. 


It does not require wealth, or rr 


the tact which it inspires. Give a ch 


his imagination and affections, and he will be happy. 


or fame; only a little kindness, and 
d a chance to Iove, to play, to exercise 


Give him the condi- 


tions of health—simple food, exercise, and a little variety in his occupations— 
and he will be happy, and expand in happiness. | 


Activity nor ExIROV.— There are some men whose failure to success in 
life is a problem to others as well as to themselves. They are industrious, 


prudent and economical ; yet, after a long life of striving, old finds them 
still poor. They complain of ill-luck. They say that fate is — against 
them. But the fact is they miscarry because they have mistaken mere 


activity for eg Confounding two 8 essentially different, they have 
supposed that, if they were always busy, they would be certain to be ad- 
vancing their fortunes. They have forgotten that misdirected labor is but 
waste of activity. The person who would succeed is like a mar | firing 
at a target; if his shots miss the mark, they are waste of powder. So in the 
great 1 of life, what a man does must be made to count, or might almost 
as well have been left undone. 


REASONABLE Economy.—We do not like stinginess. We do not like 
economy when it comes down to rags and starvation. We have no sympathy 
with the notion that the poor man should hitch himself to a post and stand 
still, while the rest of the world moves forward. It is no man’s duty to deny 

i every amusement, every luxury, every recreation, every comfort, that 
he may get rich. It is no man’s duty to make an iceberg of himself, to shut 
his eyes and ears to the sufferings of his fellows, and deny himself the enjoy- 
‘ment that results from generous actions, merely that he may horde wealth 
for his heirs to qnarrel about. But there is an economy which is consistent 
with happiness, and which must be practiced if the poor man would secure 
independence. It is almost every man’s privilege, and it becomes his duty, to 
live within his means—not up to, but within them. Wealth does not make 
the man, and should never be taken into account in our judgment of men ; 
‘but competence should always be secured when it can by the practice 
economy and self-denial to only a tolerable extent. It should be secured, not 
so much for others, as to secure to us the consciousness of independence, and 
the constant satisfaction which is received from its acquirement and possession. 


¢ 
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MONDAY, MARCH 29, 1880. 


— — 


PURCHASING PAMPHLETS—SUPPORT OF ‘ELDERS— 
DISTRICT MEETINGS. | 


—0— 
BEING convinced, by evidences that are unmistakeable, of the good effects 
resulting from the dissemination of a knowledge of the Gospel, by the distri- 
bution of the written word, we have manifested considerable anxiety upon 
this subject. We desire that the lively interest that has been created among 
the Saints regarding this matter should not only be unabated, but increased. 
Observation has enabled us to discover that there are numbers of members of 
the Church in different parts of the Mission who, through force of circum- 


stances, are unable to take an active part in this kind of work; neither are 


they in a position to personally to participate in open-air services. This in- 
ability, in most cases, does not arise from a feeling of indifference to the wel- 
fare or progress of the good work. As we have already remarked, it is mostly 
in consequence of existing circumstances, more or less beyond the control of 
the parties. | 
However, if a person be unable to aid the cause in one way, he may be able 
in another. Doubtless there are persons of the class referred to, whose cir- 
cumstances place them in a position to contribute towards the spread of truth, 
‘by donating for the purchase of tracts. Ifthey cannot go from house to house 
and deliver these silent messengers of truth, they can at least put the means of 
doing so into the hands of those who can engage in this labor. If they. will 
do this they will have the satisfaction of knowing that if their brethren and 
sisters are active in one way they are equally so in another, just as important. 
If this suggestion is acted upon it will relieve the hands of the traveling mini- 
stry, who are sometimes under the necessity of furnishing, from their own 
means, when they happen to have any, pamphlets for circulation. We trust 
that Saints belonging to the class referred to will give this matter due con- 
sideration. 
We have lately given to the presidents of conferences and . alder 
or instructions in reference to the necessity for their properly teaching the 
nts to sustain the Church by their means, that the work may not drag on 
account of deficiency in that respect. Our advices to them have had a special 
bearing upon the payment of tithing, as this fund should have the leading con- 
sideration before eny other financial matter pertaining to the support of the 
‘work. As to the amounts that should be paid by each, is a matter that is left 
entirely to the members — the payments. Every one must be his own 
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judge in that respect. All are free in these matters, as indeed in everything 
else pertaining to the Gospel. It is our duty to teach, in all kindness, the law, 
and then leave the matter with the people. This has been our position 
throughout and it remains unchanged. Of course the older and more expe- 
rienced Saints understand their obligations in relation to sustaining the work 


} by their means, but there are new members being added that perhaps are not 


so well informed upon such matters. It is necessary that they also should 
have an understanding of those points. But while we place the tithing fund 
as requiring the chief attention of the Saints, we do not wish that it should 
interfere with the support and aid that should be given to the elders that are 
traveling amongst them, and who have traveled a great distance, at much 
worldly sacrifice, to preach the Gospel. Their comfort and wellbeing should 
receive the active attention of the Saints: and so it does. As a rule the 
Saints do the very best they can, under the circumstances, for the comfort of 
the brethren, and their goodness and hospitality are appreciated. 

There are some districts in the conferences where the condition of the 
elders might perhaps be a little more satisfactory. This is not because of a 
lack of disposition on the part of the people to see to their comfort, for, as 
already stated, they are met and welcomed with a cordiality and warmth that 
are most cheering. Perhaps, however, the matter might, in some instances, 
be somewhat improved by a little change of management. In some of those 
districts the people are few, scattered and poor, and perhaps one out of the 
few undertakes to entertain the elders, by: supplying sleeping accomodations 
and food when they call that way. How much better and easier it would, be 
if not only one but all of the Saints in those districts would interest them- 
selves in seeing that the elders are provided for, contributing their portions to 
that end, A comparatively small effort on the part of each would accomplish 
all that is necessary in this matter, The elders would be provided for, and 
they could be helped on their way to the next point where they proposed to 
go to. A system of this description would not only secure more satisfactory 
accomodation for the brethren, but it would be so light, all taking part in it, 
that it would not necessarily interfere with what the Saints ordinarily pay 
through the tithing fund for the general support of the Church. 

We have heretofore given some directions regarding the holding of district 
meetings in the several districts of the conferences. In some localities the 


convening of such assemblies is not practicable. Where there is no obstacle, 


however, we favor the holding of district meetings about once in three months. 


They should be attended by the conference presidents, but not necessarily by 


all the traveling elders in the conference where they are held. Those brethren 


laboring in adjacent localities to those where they convene could be present. 
These meetings have a beneficial effect in various directions. They can be 


‘made times of re- union and refreshing to the Saints belonging to the branches 


of the districts, and to create an interest among strangers. They will enable 


N the president of a conference to become more thoroughly conversant with his 
entire field of labor, and give him opportunitiesof counseling with and imparting 


2 necessary instructions to the elders laboring under his direction. These meet- 


‘ings will also aid the presidents in putting into active — ™ instruc- 


tions they may receive. | reli 
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. Newspaper Ex TER We have received the first number of the Salt 
Lake Weekly Herald. It is an excellent family paper. It gives epitomes of 
important information from every quarter of the globe, and sparkles, with 
vigorous editorial productions upon themes of local and general intere ‘ 
Heretofore the Herald has been confined to daily and semi-weekly i issues, 
Being encouraged, doubtless, by increasing patronage, the proprietors have 
concluded to also publish a weekly edition, with a view to stall e 
extending the classes of its readers. | 


, InpIsPosED.—We regret to have to state that Elder William Devey, of Al- 


pine, Utah County, Utah, who came to this country in October last, has been 
more or less in a state of ill health ever since his arrival. We visited him, at 
Wolverhampton, on Saturday, March 20th, and found him considerably better 
than he had been a short time back, and, at our last information, was still 
improving. The complaint from which he is suffering is an affection of the 
chest, with which he was troubled when he formerly lived in this country, 
but from which he was entirely free while in Utah. Elder Devey was 
cheerful and hopeful when we visited him. He expects to be able to return 
home with the first company. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 
—0— 
From SALT LAKE Ciry.—The following is a portion of a letter, written at 
Salt Lake City and dated Feb. 15th, by Elder J. H. Parry, to one * the med 


ren in this office : 
The Saints in Zion are generally feeling well and a iat the best 


they can. Diphtheria is still carrying off the children, but, all things considered, 
I think it is not so bad as it has been. An interesting fact has been brought to 


light by the recent visit of our bishop, of the 16th Ward, to every house in the 
Ward. Since the first appearance of diphtheria, thirty or more children of our 
Ward have been carried away, but not one child has been lost through this 
plague, where the parents have kept the Word of Wisdom, in abstaining from 
the use of tobacco and hot drinks. The same is true of other places.” 


MANCHESTER CoNFERENCE.—President John Rider wrote on March 24th, 


as follows: 
“T have just returned from a visit to the Bury, Bolton, Tyldesley and 


Pendlebury Branches. I find a good spirit prevailing among the Saints. Two 
more have been added to the Church in Pendlebury and another will be bap- 
‘tized there on Friday next. Two have given in their names at Tyldesley, and 


two in Manchester. Elder Barnes confirmed two, on Sunday last, that were 


baptized by Elder Isaac Langton the week previous. I also learn that there 


is quite an interest manifested in the work at Chorlesworth, Cheshire, where 


_Elders Barnes and Reece have been holding meetings, two having signified 
their desire to be adopted into the true fold. I may also mention that Elder 
Barnes will probably baptize two from Haughton — at neues on 


Thursday next.” 2071 
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THe Unitep Srarks.—In a letter from Kentucky, to a friend in this Office, 
dated March 2nd, Elder Francis McDonald says : 

“Since last writing the work in eastern Kentucky is progessing favorably. 
We had the pleasure, last Saturday, of adding two more honest souls to the 
Church, by baptism. I have been traveling, in company with Elder L. P. 
Helm, from Mill Creek Ward, Salt Lake County, for the past six weeks. We 
have opened up a new field of labor in Lawrence County, and made many 
kind friends. A small company of Saints will leave here about the 20th inst. 
for Colorado, Quite a company will leave Chattanooga, Tenn., at the same 
time, and make connections at St. Louis. We will accompany the Saints to 
Cincinnati, then go into the western part of the State, leaving two elders in 
this part and western Virginia.” 


PASSING EVENTS AND NOTES. 
— 


The i inquiry, held in 3 into the cause of the collision of the S. S. 
Arizona with an iceberg, which was conducted before Mr. Raffles and three. 
nautical assessors, resulted in suspension, for six months, of the certificates of 
Captain Jones and the second officer of the vessel. The matter was appealed 
to the High Court of Admiralty, which reversed the decision of the lower 
court, restoring the certificates of the officers, upon whose professional vigilance 
a shade had been cast, but who are now vindicated by this later inquiry and 
judgment before a higher tribunal. 


The Paris correspondent of the Times telegraphed : “ According to a Madrid 
telegram in the Temps, England, France, Germany, Italy, Belgium, Portugal, 
and the United States have agreed to the Spanish proposal for a Conference. 
at Madrid in May or June, to arrange with. the Morocco Envoy the rules as. 
— 10 protection of foreign Powers over Jews and other — of the Sultan 
of Morocco. 


THE F AMINE IN ASIA b a deputation, introdueed — Sir 
Julian Goldsmid, Bart., M. P., and including Sir Barrow Ellis, K. C. S. I., Mr. 
Alfred G. Henriques, and Mr. F. D. Mocatta, waited on the Lord Mayor of 
London at the Mansion House in reference to the famine in Asia Minor, which 
has reduced immense numbers of Mohammedans and Jews to a state of star- 
vation. The deputation requested the Lord Mayor to convene a public meet- 
ing at the Mansion House in reference to the famine, and to address circulars. 
to public bodies, bankers, etc., and to provincial Mayors, to direct their atten- 
tion to the prevailing misery. The Lord Mayor expressed his willingness to 
comply with the request of the deputation. The Central Committee of the 
Alliance Israelite Universelle have received telegraphic information that. 
several Jews have died from starvation in the neighbourhood of Bagdad. 


Lo be a gentleman and live like a gentleman ought to be the same ; but, in 
common acreptation, they have no connection, and are indeed often opposed, 
To be a gentleman means a great deal—far more than many who claim to 
gentlemen have any conception of. To live like a gentleman refers eda 
to externals alone, to outside representation, to — up appearances. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


ra’ 


THE SPIRIT OF PERSECUTION — m- 
PRISONED FOR THE GOSPEL'S SAKE 


Copenhagen, March 20th, 1880. 
President Win. Budge. 
Dear Brother, Vour favor of the 
15th inst., I have duly received; also 
your message of 16th, which decided 
fiat our first company will start from 
iverpool on July 10th. Elder Lars 
Svendson writes me that his health 
has improved: So much so that he 
desires to remain here to go with the 
July company, and therefore will ‘not 
go with the English company on April 
10th. Accept my thanks also for your 


kind instructions in regard to the 


Book of Mormon. I think, by God’s 
help, we shall be able to get along 
with it to your satisfaction. Elder 
Andrew Jensen, who was appointed 
to preside over the Copenhagen 
Branch, has been laboring more or 
less at this Office ever since he came 
here. He is now released from the 
presidency of the branch and is at 
present educating himself, by taking 
rivate lessons with a teacher of lan- 
guages, in order to become more qual- 
ified for future usefulness. Elder C. 
Orlob, who has assisted with the 
Scandinavian Star, will be released to 
o home with the J uly company, and 
{Ider Jensen will then be appointed 
to assist in the publishing department. 
Thus I think, by our united efforts 
we will be able to get along very well 
pith, the Book of Mormon. Elder 
‘Hans Funk, from Utah, is appointed 
to preside over the Copenhagen 
-Branch. | | 
Reports from the various, branches 
in the Scandinavian Mission are very 
favorable, Relief Societies and Young 
Men's Improvement Associations are 
“now organized in the various confer- 
‘ences. Our Sunday missionaries, who 
are appointed to 90 from family to 
family with pamphlets and invite the 
people to our meetings, have been 
very successful ; and the sisters have 
-been doing good in the same labor. 
‘The Relief Society have truly been a 


blessing this winter to the sick, the | 


poor and needy. 


— Although there 1s 
ml 


people are v 
1 


will embrace 


_ As the work of. God increases in 
these lands and the Spirit of the) 
Lord is working on the peop 


e, t 
‘adversary of the souls of men is also, 


doing his best to inspire the authori: 
ties to hinder the progress of the Gos: 
religions free- 
n Denmark, several of the elders, 
Preaching the add bos 
preaching the Gospel and selling book 
and pamphlets. Some 1 been’ 
sentenced to subsist on bread and 
water, during their incarceration. The 
same has been the case of late in Swe- 
den and Norway, where the elders 
have suffered the same punishment. 
In one instance, in Norway, two of 


te, been imprisoned for, 


the elders were imprisoned and a doc 


tor was called to examine them to as- 
certain if they were of sound mind. He 
gavethem acertificate to the effect that 
their brains were in good working 
order, and so far as their characters 
were concerned, he said they were 
gentlemen. He also advised the court 
to prosecute their accusers, which, 
however, was not done. I relate this 
to show the foolishness of the autho- 
rities. I am pr gtd to say that, not- 
withstanding all these inconveniences, 
the elders do not feel like slacking 
their efforts. These prosecutions “ee 
to the contrary, done a great deal o 
— Many are awakened thereby 
rom their spiritual slumber and have 
commenoed to search after the truth 
and quite a number have even had the 
courage to embrace it. 
The elder who was sent to Finland, 
which now belongs to the Russian 
Government, has been arrested and 


will likely be sent back to Sweden. 


The police seized his books and pam- 
phlets. The result I am not informed 
about as yet. He states that the 
friendly towards him. 

Ider Suhrke, who is in Germany, 
has also ted, but. has now 


been. arrest 


gone further north, where the people 


— a little more — —.— 
there are many honest people “who 
time of the Lord. Pa 


Your Brother in the Gospel, afi 53 
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MINUTES’ OF A DISTRICT MEETING, 
HELD AT sr. THOMAS'S ROOMS, KNIFESMITH GATE, CHESTERFIELD, 
MARCH 14TH, 1880. 


_ Elders present from Utah,—Wm. 
Budge, President of the European 
Mission; Geo. R. Emery, President 
of, and Joseph Goddard and E. B. 
Snow, traveling elders in the Sheffield 
Conference; also, Henry Margetts, 
appointed to succeed Elder Emery; 
and David C. Dunbar, President of 
Nottingham Conference. 


Dag I0 a.m. 
Singing. Prayer. Sin 


ging. 
The presidents of the Chesterfield 


and Tupton branches gave a report of 
their respective branches, to the 
effect that, with few ¢xceptions, the 
Saints under their charge were alive 
to the importance of the work of 
Ge were using their utmost 
endeavors to disseminate the princi- 
ples of truth among the people. : 

Elder Goddard represented the 
district over which he presided. The 
Saints were evincing a creditable de- 
gree of interest in the — latter-day 
work and manifested their willingness 
at all times to render him aid and 
assistance in getting the Gospel before 
the people both orally and through 
the medium of tract distributing. Ten 
baptisms had occurred in his district 
since the last district meeting. Pros- 


‘pects at the prese resent.time were brighter | 


had known'them. 
ident ‘Budge expressed his un- 


‘qualified pleasure at meeting so many 
) of the Sant and of hearing the favor- 
able reports given by the 


brethren. 
He thought it was an indication of 


faithfulness and zeal on the part of 
those who preside and whose business 
to give 


good cotinsel to and set 


fore the people. The 


Saints cbuld all make themselves use- 
‘ful instruments in the hands of God 


in ‘warning dose rich whom. they 
‘was not only a 


vilége’ but a duty encumbent upon 
Whether hey held the priesthood 


or not. The duties and p rivileges of 


kind, fatherly manner by the speaker, 
by stating that Elder 
Emery had been honorably released to 


return home, after performing a good 


and faithful mission and called upon 
the Saints to manifest, by their up- 
lifted hands, their approval of his 
course and their willingness to honor- 
ably release him, which they did un- 
animously. The appointment of Elder 
Henry Margetts to succeed Elder 
Emery in the presidency of the Shef- 
field Conferencé was sustained without 
dissent. 

Singing. Prayer by Elder Dunbar. 
Singi Prs Sir 2 p.m. 
Singing. Prayer. Singing. 

The Sacrament was — 
by Elders Hardwick and Stacy. 

Elder Dunbar spoke upon the 
views entertained by the so-called 
Ohristian world in regard to the 


Saints being a distinet aud peculiar 


people, and showed that in all of 
the world when God had an establish- 
ed Church upon the earth they were 
thus considered by the rest of the 
human family. The great cause why 
this is the case is owing to the world 
being embued with the power of 
darkness and the Saints with that of 
light. These two powers cannot as- 
similate, hence the pene and dis- 
tinct position. held by the people of 
God. This is made more noticeable 
now, as t nearly always have bee 
are breatly In the minority. He 
touched upon some of the ate 
principles of the Gospel, as believe 
in by the Latter-day Saints, sustaining 
his statements by scriptural quotations. 
Elder Margetts said in regard to an 


entrance into the kingdom of heaven 


that it was consistent and reasonable, 
taking into consideration the un- 
changeable character of God, to su 


‘pose that it would require an obedi- 
ence to the same laws and ordinances 


in our day as it did in the days when 


our Savior and his apostles were upon 
upon in a the 


He spoke upon the exist- 
ing necessity of inspired men of God 


being at the head of the Church of 


Christ, that we may be instructed in 
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